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putting forth of his Spirit in these meetings to 
speak a word to the subject before them, to 
be faithful in humble dedication, and they will 
receive their reward, become a comfort to 
their exercised Friends, and thereby grow in 
the Truth. 

It is important in making appointments to 
the weighty concerns of the Church, that 
Friends should exercise a proper discrimina- 
tion, seeking in this as in their other move- 


to any part of the United States, for three months, if| ments, to act in conformity with that wisdom 


paid in advance, six and a-half cents. 





YEARLY MEETING’S EPISTLE. 


An Epistle of Affectionate Caution and Coun- 
sel, addressed to tts members by the Yearly 
Meeting of Friends, held in Philadelphia, 
by adjournments, from the 18th to the 22d 
of the Fourth month, 1853; and published 
by ws direction, 

(Continued from page 331.) 
We would also affectionately caution all our 


which is profitable to direct: and where any 
are delegated to visit, on behalf of the Church, 
those who require its care, it is our earnest 
desire they may seek for a right qualification 
to perform the service, that so the precious 
cause of Truth may be upheld in the spirit of 
restoring love, and if the labour be not suc- 
cessful in bringing the wanderer back into the 
fold, it may carry conviction to the mind, 
that Friends have acted under a sense of reli- 
gious duty, and leave a feeling of kindness 
and respect towards the Suciety. ‘* Brethren, 


members to be careful how they join in asso-| if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 


ciation with men of the world, and those who 
do not support our Christian testimonies, either 
for purposes of benevolence, or for the promo- 
tion of private or public interests, It is our 
earnest desire that those who think it their 
place to take part in such associations, may 
deeply feel the paramount importance of being 


are spiritual restore such an one in the spirit 
of meekness; considering thyself lest thou 
also be tempted.” 

George Fox in speaking of meetings for 
discipline says, their design is to promote 
charity and piety. As this is kept in view, 
these meetings, under the influence of Chris- 


continually on the watch, neither directly nor | tian love, as well as those fur divine worship, 
indirectly to sanction that which is in any-| will become more and more occasions for the 


wise inconsistent with the requisitions and the 
clear views of the gospel of Christ, which our 
Society is called to uphold. While mingling 
in these associations, unless the watch is reli- 
giously maintained, in humble dependence | 
upon the Lord for preservation, there is great 
danger of our becoming so leavened by the 
spirits of those around us, that when we come | 
into our meetings for discipline, we may be 
led by the force of habit or example, to con- 
duct and decide their affairs in the same spirit, 
and by the same standard which we have 
been accustomed to see prevail elsewhere. 





May then all our dear friends be willing to 


increase of faith and spiritual strength; and 
all seeking to know their proper allotments, 
will find that according to the measure of 
grace received, they have a responsible sta- 
tion to occupy, the younger and less experi- 
enced rendering due deference to their elders 
who were in Christ before them, and who are 


‘over them in the Lord; the gilts conferred | 


will be exercised in meekness and condescen- 
sion, with a single eye to the good of each 
other, and to the honour of Him who is the 
Head, even Christ, “from whom the whole 
body fitly joined together, and compacted by 
that which every joint supplieth, according to 


receive the word of exhortation, to be very | the effectual working in the measure of every 
guarded how they place themselves in the| part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
way of danger, and narrowly to watch lest | edifying of itself in love.” 


they fall into the evils we have referred to, 


Stephen Crisp, writing on this subject, says, 


But while concerned thus to caution these, | “It is no man’s learning or artificial acquire- 
we would incite all to a faithful support of the | ments, it is no man’s riches or greatness in 
discipline, and encourage the burden-bearers| this world, no man’s eloquence or natural 
not to grow weary in the discharge of duty,| wisdom that makes him fit for government in 
while labouring in their respective meetings | the Church of Christ; unless he with all his 
to uphold the precious cause of Truth, and to| endowments be seasoned with the heavenly 
keep out of the camp that which tends to lay| salt, his spirit subjected and his gifts pass 


waste or to defile, 


through the fire of God’s altar, a sacrifice to 


We would also encourage our beloved | his praise and honour, that so self may be 
young friends who have entered into covenant | crucified and baptized into death and the gilts 
with their Lord, when they feel the gentle| made use of in the power of the resurrection 
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of the life of Jesus in him. When this great 
work is wrought in a man, then all his gifts 
and qualifications are sanctified, and they are 
made use of for the good of the body, which 
is the church, and are as ornaments and 
jewels, which serve for the joy and comfort of 
all, who are partakers of the same divine fellow- 
ship of lifein Christ Jesus our Lord; and thus 
many come to be fitted and furnished to good 
works, which are brought forth in their due 
season for the edification of the weak, and for 
repairing the decayed places, and also for des 
fence of the feeble, that hurtful things may 
not come near them,” 

It is a day in which the spirit of infidelity 
in various delusive forms is captivating many, 
by setting them to investigate the groundless 
pretensions of unstable men to some new dis- 
covery of truth, with which the father of lies 
is seeking to lay waste the unchangeable doc- 
trines of the gospel, and faith in the alone 
means of salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The prevalent opinion that it is a 
period for inquiry and research, and that be- 
fore any scheme, however absurd, is rejected, 
it ought to be examined, may lead young and 
inexperienced persons to venture upon inves- 
tigations, which they may think themselves 
competent to conduct with safety, but by 
which their minds may be confused and final- 
ly poisoned, to the subversion of that settled 
belief which they had possessed in the unal- 
terable principles of the Christian faith, and 
in the reality of the divine revelation of the 
Holy Spirit in the heart, When such a state 
of unsettlement is once produced in minds 
which had before entertained no doubt respect- 
ing that precious faith, it may be totally out 
of the power of such, to restore the tranquil- 
lity and holy certainty which they had en- 
joyed. 

The Christian has no right to tamper with 
the truths of divine revelation, or the peace 
which he has in believing them. He wants 
no other gospel but the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus and his apostles, as testified of in the 
Holy Scriptures. He that partaketh of the 
muddy streams of mystery Babylon, will 
thirst again after some other false theory or 
speculation ; but our blessed Lord said, ‘* Who- 
soever drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst, but the water that I 
shall give him, shall be in him a well of wa- 
ter, springing up into everlasting life.” Here 
is your place of safety, dear young friends, in 
a holy reliance upon your omnipotent Saviour 
who as you are faithful and chaste to him, 
will give you that saving faith, which is and 
ever has been the saint’s victory over all the 
delusions and snares of the devil. Avoid 
listening to the sophistry of free thinkers and 
unbelievers, and refuse to read any of those 





7. : 7 seins a tees ' ee ee 
pernicious publications, that pretend to set {his brain, but, after a plunge, he is soon seen| Clothes seem to be almost discarded ; 
forth new discoveries in religion, or in any | rising to the surface with a fish struggling in| old poncho and a ragged pair of calice trow- 


wise assail the doctrines of Christianity, for 


they are the fruits of the clouded imagina-| round our heads, are gannets, mews, mutton- | 


tions of bewildered men, who are deceivers and 
being deceived. ‘Their vine is of the vine 
of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah; 
their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters 
are bitter—their wine is the poison of dragons 
and the cruel venom of asps.” Be frequent 
in reading the Holy Scriptures, and the ap- 
proved writings of Friends, with minds turned 
to the Lord for the illumination of his Holy 
Spirit, and he will instruct and defend you; 
and as you persevere in following your Sa- 
viour, he will give you the bread of life and 
build you up upon the Rock against which the 
gates of hell cannot prevail. 

We feel tenderly solicitous on behalf of our 
beloved friends who are engaged in trade or 
business, and who, in pursuing the means of 
gaining an honest livelihood, are subjected to 
many difficulties. We believe the present is| 
a day of peculiar temptation to such. Cir- 
cumstances of latter time have combined to 
produce a state of extraordinary excitement | 
among the trading community, and an active | 
and eager competition, which is not scrupulous | 
as to the means employed to invite and secure | 
custom. Pressed by the manceuvres of this 
selfish and grasping spirit, and beholding the 
apparent success, which for a while is some- 
times permitted to attend it, we fear lest any | 
under our name, should yield to the tempta-| 
tion to resort to any artifices or plans, to en- 
large their business or to increase their profits, 
which are inconsistent with the law of univer- 
sal righteousness, and thus destroy their peace | 
of mind, Strict justic: and honesty in all his | 
dealings, and a conscientious observance of| 
the great precept of our Holy Redeemer, 
‘* whatsoever ye would that men should do to | 
you, do ye also even so unto them,” are the | 
indispensable duty of the Christian ; and the | 
greatest pecuniary gain would be no compen- | 
sation for the guilt, and the sore distress| 
which sooner or later, must result from its 
violation. 
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his capacious pouch. Nearer to us, whirling 
birds, divers, gulls, guano-birds, and a host of 
others whose names are unknown to the vul- 
gar. On the detached rocks and the lower 
edge of the island—member of a pretty nu- 
merous convocation—stands the penguin, the 
parson-bird of the sailor, whose good name is 
fairly earned by his cut-away black coat, 
white tie, and solemn demeanor. His short 
legs planted far back, and his long body, do 
not fit him for a walk ashore; but he will sit 
for hours on a little rock, just washed by the 
waves, apparently in such deep absence of 
mind, that passers-by are tempted to approach 


an 


|sers, form the dress of the aristocracy, but 
| many are all but entirely naked. One hut of 
greater pretensions than the rest is occupied 
by two English sailors, who have taken a 
fancy to the island, and call themselves pilots, 
|as they profess to moor and take charge of 
the ships during the business of loading. 
Close to the town is a rough and steep path 
to the sea, up which are brought the provi- 
sions and water, the latter supplied by the 
shipping in turns. On the north island isa 
similar but larger collection of dwellings ; 
there, too, resides the commmandant, a mili- 
tary-looking old gentleman—one of the high 
aristocracy, for he lives in a house that has a 





(To be continued.) 
oe 
From Household Words. 
THE GUANO DIGGINGS. 
(Continued from page 332.) 


And now, having anchored between the | 
north and middle islands, at the latter of 


in hope of catching him. Just as the boat| window in it. On the north island are about 
nears him, and a hand is already stretched| two hundred men, on the middle about eighty, 
out to grasp his neck, away he goes head| usually ; the number varying with the demand 
over heels in a most irreverent and ridiculous| for guano, ‘These people are nearly all In- 
manner, dives under the boat, and shows his| dians, and appear to be happy enough in their 
head again about a quarter of a mile out at| dusty territory ; though everything about them, 
sea, where the sailor may catch him who can, | eatables included, is impregnated with guano, 
for he is the fastest swimmer and the best|'They earn plenty of money, live tolerably 
diver that ever dipped. Stepping over the} well according to their taste, work in the night 
mortal remains of several sea-lions, in a few| and smoke or sleep all day. ‘To get rid of 
strides we are on the guano, and, at the next| their wages they take an occasional trip to 
step, in it up to our knees, Pisco, where they spend their money much in 
The guano is regularly stratified ; the lower | the same fashion as sailors, substituting pisco 
strata are solidified by the weight of the upper,|and chincha (maize beer) for rum and ale, 
and have acquired a dark red colour, which| and the guitar and fandango for the fiddle and 
becomes gradually lighter towards the surface. | hornpipe. 
On the surface it has a whitey-brown light| In getting the guano, the diggers have com- 
crust, very well baked by the sun; it is a|menced originally at the edge of the precipit- 
crust containing eggs, being completely hon- | ous side of the island, and worked inland; so 
eycombed by the birds, which scratch deep, | that the cutting now appears like the face of a 
oblique holes in it to serve as nests, wherein| quarry worked into the side of a hill. The 
eggs, seldom more than two to each nest, are| steep, perpendicular face of the rock, which 
deposited. These holes often running into| rises from the sea like a wall, and the bold- 
each other, form long galleries with several | ness of the shore—there is seven fathom wa- 
entrances, and this mining system is so ela-| ter close in—have afforded great facilities to 
borately carried out, that you can scarcely | the loading of ships, On the top of the cliff 





/put a foot on any part of the islands without | is a large enclosure formed of stakes, firmly 


sinking to the knee and being tickled with the| bound together by strong chains passed round 
sense of a hard beak digging into your unpro-| the whole. This enclosure is capable of hold- 
tected ankles. The egg-shells and the bones ing four or five hundred tons of guano. It 
and remains of fish brought by the old birds | is made wide, and open at the upper end, and 
for their young, must form a considerable! gradually slopes down to a point on the ex- 
part of the substance of the guano, which is| treme verge of the precipice, where a small 
thus in a great measure deposited beneath the| opening is left ; exactly fitting which is a large 
surface, and then thrown out by the birds. canvas shute or pipe, which hangs down the 

Having, with some difficulty and the loss| face of the rock, nearly to the water. The 
of sundry inches of skin {rom our legs, reach-| ship, having taken in by means of her boats 
ed the summit of the island, we descend the| enough guano to ballast her, hauls in to this 
side leading to the diggings, and soon arrive} shute, the end of which is taken aboard and 


which we are to load, we will borrow the boat It stands on a small space 
and have a closer look at the huge muck heap. | cleared of guano, and consists of twenty or 
Pulling half round the island to the landing. | thirty miserable shanties, each formed by four 
place, we step ashore on a narrow slip of| slender posts driven into the ground, with a 
sandy beach, which appears to be cleared | flat roof of grass matting and pieces of the 
from the surrounding rocks for our special|same material stretched on three sides, the 
convenience, Our appearance disturbs thou-| other side being left open. Scarcely an arti- 
sands of the web-footed natives; these thou-| cle of furniture do these town residences con- 
sands count with the old hands as nothing, | tain, except a few rude benches, two or three 
for they tell us that the shipping have driven| dirty cooking-pans, aud some tin pots. In 
all the birds away. Sailing above us is a|one or two of the huts stands a small * botiga” 
flock of pelicans, hovering over the clear wa-|(a curiously shaped earthen jar) filled with 
ter like hawks, which they resemble in their | pisco, the spirit before mentioned, ‘The beds 
mode of darting down or swooping on their|are simply thin mats, and only a few of the 


prey. One of these every instant drops from | inhabitants possess the usual red blanket of 
the flock as though a ball had whistled through | the Peruvian. 


at the capital. passed down the hatchway. The guano is 
thus poured into the hold in a continuous 
stream, at the rate of about three hundred 
and fifiy tons a day ; the enclosure being filled 
by the Indians during the night. They carry 
the whole of the guano down on their backs 
in bags taking about eighty pounds at each 
journey. 

Some are employed in pushing the guano 
down the shute, at the mouth of which is sta- 
tioned an Indian, who, by tightening a rope 
passed round it, regulates or stops the descent 
of the manure. To various parts of the long 
pipe ropes are attached, and which lead to the 
different mast-heads of the ship, and thence 
on deck, where each rope is tended by a man 
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who, by successive hauling on and slackening 
it, keeps the shute in motion, and thus hinders 
it from choking. This choking, however, 
now and then occurs; and it is then a diffi- 
cult and tedious matter to set right again, as 
the pressure binds the guano into a compact 
mass, which can sometimes only be liberated 
by cutting the shute open. Birds are fre- 
quently carried down into the ship’s hold ; 
and at one of the islands, an Indian, accident- 
ally slipping in, was forced through the shute, 
and taken out at the other end quite dead. 
On each island there are two enclosures and 
two shutes, one smaller than the other, being 
used only for loading boats. 


(Conclusion next week.) 
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BIRDS OF JAMAICA. 


LONG-TAILED HUMMING-BIRD, 
(Continued from page 239.) 


“In the autumn, however, they began to 
be numerous again upon the mountain, and 
having, on the 13th of November, captured 
two young males sucking the pretty pink 
flowers of Urena lobata, | brought them home 
in a covered basket. The tail-feathers of the | 
one were undeveloped, those of the other half 
their full length, I did not cage them, but | 
turned them out into the open room in which | 
the daily work of preparing specimens was) 
carried on, having first secured the doors and | 
windows. They \ were lively, but not wild; 
playful towards each other, and tame with 
respect to myself, sitting unrestrained for 
several seconds at a time on my finger. I 


collected a few flowers and placed them in a 
vase on a high shelf, and to these they resort- 


ed immediately, But I soon found that they | 
paid attention to none but Asclepias curassa-| 
vica, and slightly to a large Ipomea. On 
this | again went out, and gathered a large 
bunch of Asclepias, and was pleased to ob- 
serve that on the moment of my entering the 
room, one flew to the nosegay, and sucked 
while | held it in my hand, ‘The other soon 
followed, and then both these lovely creatures 
were buzzing together within an inch of my 
face, probing the flowers so eagerly, as to 
allow their bodies to be touched without | 
alarm. ‘These flowers being placed in an- 
other glass, they visited each bouquet in turn, 
now and then flying after each other playfully | 
through the room, or alighting on various ob- 
jects. Though occasionally they flew against 
the window, they did not flutter and beat 
themselves at it, but seemed well content 
with their parole. As they flew, { repeatedly 
heard them snap the beak, at which times, 
they doubtless caught minute flies, Afier some 
time, one of them suddenly sunk down in one 
corner, and on being taken up seemed dying: 
it had perhaps struck itself in flying. It lin- 
gered awhile and died. ‘The other continued 
his vivacity ; perceiving that he had exhaust- 
ed the flowers, | prepared a tube, made 
of the barrel of a goose-quill, which | inserted 
intu the cork of a bottle to secure its steadi- 
ness and upright position, and filled with juice 
of sugar-cane. | then took a large Jpomea, 
and having cut off the bottom, | slipped the 
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flower o over the tube, so that the quill took the 
place of the nectary of the flower. The bird 
flew to it in a moment, clung to the bottle 
rim, and bringing his beak perpendicular, 
thrust it into the tube. It was at once evident 
that the repast was agreeable, for he continu- 
ed pumping for several seconds, and on his 
flying off, | found the quill emptied. As he 
had torn off the flower in his eagerness for 
more, and even followed the fragments of the 
corolla, as they lay on the table, to search 
them, I refilled the quill and put a blossom of 
the Marvel of Peru into it, so that the flower 
expanded over the top. The little toper found 
it again, and after drinking freely, withdrew 
his beak, but the blossom was adhering to it 
asa sheath. This incumbrance he presently 
got rid of, and then, (which was most inter- 
esting to me,) he returned immediately, and 
inserting his beak into the bare quill, finished 
the contents. It was amusing to see the odd 
position of his head and body as he clung to 
the bottle, with his beak inserted perpendicu- 
larly into the cork. Several times, in the 
course of the evening, he had recourse to his 
new fountain, which was as often replenished 


| for him, and at length about sunset betook 


himself to a line stretched across the room, 
for repose. He slept as they all do, with the 
| head not behind the wing, but slightly drawn 
back on the shoulders, and in figure reminded 
|me of Mr, Gould’s beautiful plate of Trogon 
resplendens, in miniature. In the morning, I 
found him active before sunrise, already hav- 
ing visited his quill of syrup, which he emp- 
tied a second time. Alter some hours, he 
flew through a door which | had incautiously 
‘left open, and darting through the window of 
the next room, escaped, to my no small cha- 
grin. 

“‘ Three males, captured on Bluefields peak 


‘on the 22nd of April, were brought home 


alive, ‘They at once became familiar on be- 


| ing turned into the room, and one, the boldest, 


found out immediately a glass of sugar-syrup, 
and sipped repeatedly at it. One of them dis- 
appeared in the course of the next day, doubt- 
less by falling into some obscure corner be- 
hind the furniture, The others, however, 
appeared quite at home, and one soon became 
so familiar, even before | had had him a day, 
as to fly to my face, and perching on my lip 


‘or chin, thrust his beak into my mouth, and 


suck up the moisture. He grew so bold, and 


| so frequent in his visits, as at length to become 


almost annoying; and so pertinacious as to 
thrust his protruded tongue into all parts of 
my mouth, searching between the gum and 
cheek, beneath the tongue, &c. Occasion- 
ally, I gratified him by taking into my mouth 
a litle of the syrup, and inviting him bya 
slight sound, which he learned to understand ; 
and this appeared to please his palate. Bou- 
quets of Iresh flowers they did not appear 
much to regard; but one or two species ol 
Lantana seemed more attractive than the 
rest, lexpected that the honeyed and fra- 
grant bunches of blossom of the Moringa, 
which on the tree is perpetually visited by 
them, would tempt my captives, bui alter a 
brief trial they disregarded them. Perhaps it 
was because they could sate their appetite 
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more freely and fully at the syrup glass, 
which they frequently visited, but only sip- 
ped. They always clung to the glass with 
their feet, and very often to the flowers also, 
Each selected his own places of perching ; 
there were lines stretched across the room, 
for drying bird-skins ; and from the first each 
took a place on one of the lines, distant from 
the other, where he then invariably roosted, 
and rested. Each selected also one or two 
other stations for temporary alighting, but 
each adhered to his own, without invading his 
neighbour’s, So strong was this predilection, 
that on my driving one away from his spot, 
he would flutter round the room, but return 
and try to alight there again, and if still pre- 
vented, would hover round the place, as if 
much distressed. This preference of a parti- 
cular twig for alighting is observable in free- 
dom, and will suggest an analogy with the 
Flycatchers. I have not observed it in our 
other species. It gave us a means of captur- 
ing many, in addition to the net; for by ob- 
serving a spot of resort, and putting a little 
birdlime on that twig, we could be pretty sure 
of a bird in a few minutes. The boldest was 
rather pugnacious, occasionally attacking his 
gentler and more confiding companion, who 
always yielded and fled ; when the assailant 
would perch and utter a succession of shrill 
chirps, ‘ screep, screep, screep.” Alter a day 
or two, however, the persecuted one plucked 
up courage, and actually played the tyrant in 
his turn, interdicting his fellow from sipping 
at the sweetened cup. Twenty times in suc- 
cession would the thirsty bird drop down upon 
the wing to the glass,—which stood at the 
edge of a table immediately beneath that part 
of the line, where bo.h at length were wont to 
perch,—but no sooner was he poised in front 
and about to insert his tongue, than the other 
would dart down with inconceivable swiftness, 
and wheeling so as to come up beneath him, 
would drive him away from his repast. He 
might fly to any other part of the room un- 
molested, but an approach to the cup was the 
signal for an instant assault, ‘The ill-natured 
fellow himself drank long and frequent 
draughts. I noticed that no sooner had this 
individual recovered his boldness than he re- 
covered his voice also, and both would screep 
pertinaciously and shrilly, almost without in- 
termission. When they were accustomed to 
the room, their vivacity was extreme, mani- 
fested in their upright posture, and quick turns 
and glances when sitting, which caused their 
lovely breasts to flash out from darkness into 
sudden lustrous light like rich gems ;—and 
no less by their dartings hither and thither, 
their most graceful wheelings and evolutions 
in the air; so rapid that the eye was lrequent- 
ly baffled in attempting to follow their mo- 
tions. Suddenly we lose the radiant littl 
meteor in one corner, and as quickly hear the 
vibration of his invisible wings in another be- 
hind us: or find him hovering in front of our 
face, without having seen, in the least, how 
he came there. It is worthy of observation 
that Polytmus in flying upward, keeps the 
feathers of the tail closed, but in descending 
they are expanded to the utmost, at which 
time the two long feathers, quivering with the 
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rapidity of their motion, like a streamer in a 
gale, form about a right angle. I cannot tell 
why there should be this difference, but I be- 
lieve it is invariable, 
(To be concluded.) 
omnia 


For ** The Friend.” 
FRIENDS IN WALES. 


(Continued from page 333 ) 


On the 8th of Eighth month, Thomas 
Holmes being at a meeting with Friends at 
Cardiff, was arrested by armed men who had 
one of the bailiffs of the town with them. He 
was taken to the house of the marshal, where 
he was kept over night, and then sent to the 
common goal without examination by any 
magistrate. On the 3d of Ninth month, John 
Gawler and John James were imprisoned for 
being at the meeting at Cardiff, and on the 
24th of the same month, a bailiff came to the 
shire meeting-house, and sent to prison all the 


men found there, and Elizabeth Richards. | 


During the same month the same persecuting 
spirit was manifested at Swanzey, where the 
Portrieve with his officers armed with halberts 


and other weapons, went to the meeting-house | 


of Friends, and haling out all the men took 
them to prison, Three of the Friends of that 
part of Wales, viz., Walker Richard, David 
Richard, and Robert ‘Thomas, were about this 
time imprisoned in a cellar under ground, four 
or five months, and were not allowed the 


benefit of fresh air commonly allowed to fel- | 
ons, One of the women Friends whose hus- | 


band was blind and unable to help himself, 
was imprisoved in a filthy cockloft for many 
weeks, In the parish of Merther, four Friends 


were arrested for being at a meeting, and | 


were sent to the county goal, where they were 


kept for a month in a stinking cellar, depriv- | 


ed of the benefit of the air, and their Friends 
were not admitted to visit, nor permitted to 
relieve their wants, 

To return to the imprisonment narrated to 
have taken place in the Fourth month of this 
year, of William Gibson and other Friends. It 
appears from the journal of Richard Davies that 
he was one of these. He says, alter describ- 
ing their commitment, * We found the temper 
of the jailer to be very cruel. He threatened 





the command of Christ and the apostle, who 
commanded us not to swear at all. For our 
supposed transgression was not only for meet- 
ing together, but for refusing the oath of alle- 
giance and supremacy, The jailer being a 
very passionate, inconsiderate man, would go 
out in the morning from his own house, and 
not come back till night, and then returned so 
drunken, that he could hardly speak or stand. 
The next night when we went to lie down, 
the room was so litile we could not all lie at 
once. The next morning we complained to 
the jailer, that there was not enough of room 
for us all to lie down, and desired him to let 
us have a little straw, but it would not be 
igranted us. By this time the Friends of the 
town had liberty to come and visit us, and tu 
bring us in some provision; and when the 
door was opened for us to go into another 
room, there being a bedstead with cords in 
that room, William Gibson and | lay upon the 
jcords, and the next morning we found that 
the print of the cords was not only in our 
clothes, but in our skin also, so that it had 
been easier for us to have Jain upon the boards 
|as we did before. By this time having well 
observed the jailer’s humour and temper, | 
| began to be uneasy in myself to let him alone ; 
so | watched him in the morning upon his 
first rising, when he came to the court before 
|our prison door, and began to discourse with 
him about the prisoners that lay in such hard- 
ship. I told him they were honest men, and 
most of them masters of families, and had good 
| beds to lie upon at home, but now they were 
content for Christ’s and the Gospel’s sake, to 
suffer that hardship. I desired him to let 
them have liberty to go to their Friends in 
town at night, and to come there in the morn- 
ing: and if he would not be pleased to grant 





| their own beds ; which he surlily denied, call- 
|ing them a company of rogues and knaves, 
and such like terms, He asked me, what 


|made me plead for them? I told him, they | 


| were my friends, He answered, * Why your 
| friends t You are no Quaker, are you!’ | 
i said, *f am called a Quaker,’ 
\*You do not look like a Quaker;’ and he 
looked at me in my face, and on my hands 
and body. I desired him not to disgrace me 


us with a great deal of hardship, if we did | so, as to tell me | was no Quaker. ‘Then he 


not eat of his meat, drink of his drink, and lie 
on his beds, and give him what he demanded. 
We told him we were the king’s prisoners, 
and demanded a free prison, and straw to lie 
upon ; but he in a rage denied us that, and put 
us into a little room, where there was scarce 
place for us to liedown, When night came, 
sleep came upon us, we being weary by tra- 
velling so many miles on foot, but we were 
made willing and able to suffer all things; so 
that night we lay upon the boards, and it was 
pleasant unto us, being warm weather, and 
about the time of hay-harvest. ‘The next 
morning we were very fresh and well, prais- 
ing God for his mercies and goodness to us. 
When the jailer came to us, and asked * how 
we liked our lodging, and how we slept?’ we 
told him, we slept in peace of conscience and 
quietness of mind, for we suffered for con- 
science sake towards God, and durst not break 


asked me, where | lived; [ told him, when I 
was at home | lived at Welchpool, and my 
family was there. ‘ But,’ said he, * where are 
you now?’ | asked him, whether he did not 
know I was a prisoner there with my friends ; 
and he asked me, whether | did lie upon the 
boards with them; | told him I did. He 
said he was sorry for it; but went away in 
anger, being much discontented in himselt, | 
did not see him tll next morning, at which 
time | went to him again, and discoursed 
friendly with him; he said he inquired about 
me in town, and | might take the liberty of 
the town. I acknowledged his kindness ; but 
told him it would be no comlort to me, to 
have the liberty of the town, and leave my 
friends and brethren there. He said then | 
might stay there with them. Sol did not see 
him till the next morning, and then | went to 
him again, He was so cross and ill-condi- 


| not be much from him. 


He answered, | 


tioned, he would not suffer any other Friend 
to speak to him. William Gibson did so 
judge him for his wickedness, that he kept 
him close in a room by himself. After five 
nights lying on the boards, I prevailed with 
him, that Friends might have the liberty of 
the town in the night, and be there in the 
morning. So the next day he began to be 
more friendly to us. After some days, | de- 
sired our friend John Millington, to come with 
me to the jailer’s house, to see whether we 
could have leave to go home till the next as- 
sizes; but it was not then granted; but he 
told me, if I pleased I might go home till then. 
I told him he might as freely let them go as 
me, for most of them lived in the county, and 
I lived out of the county ; but no more could 
we have that time of him. I was uneasy in 
myself, seeing | had got a place in him, to 
let him alone, and pressed for my Friends’ 
further liberty. A little time afterwards, by 
serious arguments, as it was harvest time, and 
hard for their wives or some of their families 
to come with weekly necessaries for them, I, 
with my friend John Millington, prevailed with 
him to let them go, and he took our words for 
our appearance at the next assizes, 

“ Through the goodness of God, we all re- 
turned together to Shrewsbury, to our prison, 
before the assizes, and found a great altera- 
tion in the jailer; he was low and mournful, 
He had lost a prisoner, a malefactor, and was 
to be tried for his life for his escape, He was 
very loving and kind to us, and let Friends 
go themselves to Bridgenorth, fourteen miles, 
where the assizes were then held ; and he de- 
sired me to stay with him in his affliction, and 
He said his life was 
at stake, and if God and the judge would 


| show him any mercy, it was upon our Friends’ 
them a little straw, then to let them go lie in| 


account, and not for any deserts that were in 
himself, for he confessed he had been too 
severe to us; but notwithstanding, said he, 
you are mercilul men, and can forgive wrongs 
and injuries, 

‘* When we came to Bridgenorth, we were 
put in a large spacious room in the House of 
Correction, to be there in the day time, that 
we might be all together, and ready when 
| called for; but we had liberty of going in and 
‘out fur lodging, and what necessaries we 
wanted; no keeper being over us, but what 
| we set ourselves to look to the door, and that 
too many Friends might not be out at once, 
and these were not to stay out too long. We 
saw it was convenient, that Friends should go 
out by two and two, to walk the streets; lor 
it was a strange thing to people to hear of 
Quakers. Once it fell to my lot to be at the 
door, though the door was always open, that 
such as would might come and see us—with 
several of whom we had reasonings and dis- 





putes about the way of ‘Truth and righteous- 
ness—there came one who appeared some- 
thing like a gentleman, and asked me whether 
he might see the Quakers ; | desired him to 
walk up along with me, and he should see 
them, When | had brought him up to the 
room where Friends were walking, | told him 
these were they. He answered, these be 
Christians like ourselves, but where are the 
Quakers? 1 told him these were they that 





were called Quakers. 


THE FRIEND. 





He asked me, whether | fought with enemies by the way, and also|for the raising up the meek and lowly 


I was one of them; | told him [ was one so|enemies which possess the holy land; many | heart. 


called. I had an opportunity to declare to 
him the way of Truth, and that the name of 
Quaker was given to us in scorn and deri- 
sion; and he departed very friendly. Some 
people were so blind and dark in these days, 


that they looked upon us to be some strange | 


creatures, and not like other men and women. 
They would gather about us in the town, and 
we had good opportunitics to speak of the 
things of God to them. But | was pretty 
much with the jailer, waiting when his trial 
would be; and when it came, I went with him 
and stood. somewhat near him, which he was 
very glad of. The jury cleared him, being 
not found guilty of a wilful escape ; which was 
gladness to him, and satisfaction to us. And 
when the assizes was near at an end, the 
judge returned us to one Justice Holland, ex- 
cept William Gibson, to whom the juiige put 
it whether he would go home if he were dis- 
charged; but he could not make the judge 
such a promise as he required, so he was 
committed to prison ; but we were freely and 
friendly discharged, having had good service 
in that town, and the Lord was with us, and 
brought us safe home, to the comfort of our 
families and ourselves; and we have cause 
to bless and praise the name of the Lord for- 
ever, for all his mercies and goodness to us 
all along, in the time of our afflictions and 
persecutions. We could say, surely God is 
good to Israel, and to all them that draw nigh 
unto him with an upright heart.” 
(To be continued.) 
meee 


For * The Friend.” 
Six Days’ Labour, Seventh-day’s Sabbath. 


An essay we have lately met with upon 
this subject, is so descriptive of the Christian’s 
progress, and there are so many who appear 
deficient in real experience, that we have se- 
lected it for the columns of * The Friend ;” in 
the hope it may be the means of inducing self- 
examination, and where any may see them- 
selves almost altogether on the surface, hav- 
ing only the name, they may be aroused to 
look to the Lord for the fresh visitation of his 
light and grace, to bring them out of darkness 
into a fervent labour for their salvation. 

The writer commences with quoting the 
language of Christ: ‘*Come unto me all ye 
that labour, and are heavy laden, and [ will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls ; 
for my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

‘‘He that hears the joyful sound of the 
ever-living power, calling him out of the dark- 
ness, and deep slavery of Satan, unto Him. 
self, and cometh unto him, in the virtue and 
power of that life which calleth, he hath a 
taste given him of the eternal rest, and a pro- 
mise of entering into it. But the entrance 
into the fulness thereof, is not presently. He 
hath a long journey to take trom Egypt the 
dark land, trom Sodom the filthy land, from 
Babylon where all the vessels and holy things 
of God, have been defiled, through the wilder- 
ness unto Canaan, Many batiles are to be 


hardships to be undergone in following the 
Captain, who leadeth his Israel by a pillar of 
cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night. 
And there must be a baptism in the cloud and 
in the sea, and the falling of all those car- 
casses in the wilderness, which are not to 
enter, nor so much as see the good land, be- 
fore the entrance be ministered to the Seed, 
and to that which passes through the water 
and through the fire with the Seed, There} 
must be a taking up of the yoke, and learning | 
of Christ under the yoke, till the proud, the! 
stiff, the stubborn, the wise, the wilful, the} 
selfish spirit, the hard stony heart, be worn) 
out by the cross, and nothing left but what 
becomes one with the Seed, and so is fit to be 
married to it, and to enter with it into the} 
everlasting kingdom. 

“* Now this bearing the yoke, this taking up 
the cross, this following Christ in the wilder- 
ness, through the corrections of the Father, | 
through the buffettings = temptations of the | 
enemy, in the midst of all the weaknesses of 
the flesh, going when he bids go, standing} 
still where he stops, fighting when he pre-| 
pares for the warlare, bearing the repulse 
when he suffers the enemy to prevail, and | 
hoping even beyond hope, tor his relief and 
victory in due season, here is the labour, the | 
travail, the working with the measure of grace | 
and power received from the life. First, the | 
day-spring from on high visits; from that vis- | 
itation light enters into the heart; by closing 
with that light grace is received; with this, 
there is work to be done for God. His talent 
is to be improved all the six days, by all that 
will rest with him on the seventh, the power 
living and performing all in them, He that 
doth not improve the talent, that doth not fol- 
low on in the pure light, but sits down by the 
way, or is deceived by an image of what/| 
once was true in him, he can never arrive at! 
the land of rest, though perhaps he nay arrive 
at that which he may call so; but when the 
eternal witness awakes in him, he will find| 
the want of it, and bitterly bewail his grievous | 
mistake. 

“In this hard travail under the close spi- 
ritual commandments of the life, hard I mean 
to the unrenewed part, though easy and natu- 
ral to that which is renewed and born of God, 
it pleaseth the Lord now and then to give a 
day of relreshment, causing his life so power- 
fully to spring up, that it even sensibly is and 
doth all in the heart. This is a sabbath, 
wherein the soul rests in the powerful mov- 
ings of the life, and doth not find any stress 
of trouble, or hardship, or labour upon it; but 
sits still in the power, is at ease in the life, in 
the eternal virtue, which lives and moves, and 
is all in it. No pain, no trouble, no grievous- 
ness of any command is felt, but to it all is 
easy, natural, purely pleasant. Here not 
voly a sabbath of days, but also a sabbath of 
weeks, yea, sometimes a sabbath of years, 
besides the everlasting jubilee of perfect re- 
demption itseli, are kuowa by such as have 
waited upon the Lord in siogleness of heart, 
under the yoke of his Spirit, for the bringing 
down the rough and untoward nature, and 








“But here it is exceedingly easy to run 
out, and start aside; it is easy running out 
from under the yoke, to avoid the bitterness 
of the hardship to the carthly part. It is 
much easier running out on the day of rest, 
and so losing the Truth in a joy, even such a 
one as might have a true ground. Who can 
but think the bitterness of death is past when 
all enemies vanish, and there is nothing left 
but the Lord, and the soul embracing each 
other? Who can be willing to come back 
again to his labour, and to the residue of the 
hard travail afterwards? Yet it is far better 
to return to the work in the vineyard, and to 
suffer again with the Seed, than to keep up 
the rest in a notion, and so to lose the life and 
pure presence of the Seed, when it returns 
unto and calls back to the labour. Oh! how 
many have perished here, suffering a divorce 
from that which led them into the rest, not 
being willing to go back again with it to fill 
up the residue of its sufferings, which were 
yet behind, and so have kept up a false, dead, 
notional rest, afler the true sabbath was 
ended. 

‘* Now there is no way for such, but to wait 
to feel the living breath, the quickening vir- 


|tue, the day-spring from on high, which by 


the brightness of its rising, can discover this 
false rest, this ease in the earthly, fleshly or 
understanding part, which they uphold by 
things they have formerly gathered from the 


Scriptures, or from their own, perhaps once 


living experience, but now hold, out of the 
feeling and possession of the life, in the dead 
part. That it is thus with them they can 
never see, until the light from which they 
have erred spring up and discover it to them, 
When the light doth arise, they will find the 
way of return, much more difficult to them 
than it was at first ; yet it is better to undergo 
the pangs of a new birth, than to miss of the 
inheritance in the good land,” 

Speaking of the different degrees of reli- 
gious growth, he says, “* Now to know the 
leadings of the Spirit into desires when he 
pleases, into the service of the life, into the 
sweet rest and perfect repose in the life, when 
he pleases, here is the safety and sweet pro- 
gress of the renewed spirit. That man who 
is born of the Spirit, is to wait for the mov- 
ings, breathings, and kindlings of the Spirit in 
him ; and when the sun ariseth, he is to go 
forth to his labour in the light thereof, and in 
the night and withdrawing of the sun, to re- 
tire; when his seventh day of rest comes, he 
is to receive it from and enjoy it in the Spirit ; 
and afterwards to be willing to begin his week 
again, even till his whole race, and the full 
course of his pilgrimage be finished. Yet, if 
man, after he is come to Christ, were to abide 
perfectly with him, to cease from lust, to keep 
within the faith, to draw naturally in the yoke, 
to bow in the spirit continually to the Father 
of spirits, there would be a continual sabbath 
kept in the passage, even before the great and 
perfect sabbath in the end. The harduess 
and uneasiness of the labour, is because of a 
part contrary to the life, which when it is worn 
vut, there will be no more labour; but the 
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yoke will become the rest, and all the motions 
and operations of life will flow forth naturally 
in the rest. Here is ‘the patience and faith 
of the saints,’ to wait under the yoke, under 
the daily cross to that part which is to be 
brought and kept under, till all the bonds of 
captivity be broken through by the life, and 
the veil of flesh rent from the top to the bot- 
tom, the remaining of which is that which 
stops the free current of life, and then shall 
the soul enter into the holy of holies, obtain- 
ing the full possession of the everlasting inhe- 
ritance, and of the eternal redemption, and 
know sorrow, tears, bonds, sickness, death, 
captivity, no not so much as grappling with 
them, or travelling out of them, no more; but 
the enjoyment of the plenty and fulness of the 
life, reaping all the pleasant fruits of life in 
the rich land of life forevermore.” 

We have no doubt there are those scattered 
throughout the Society, who will understand 
this doctrine, and to whom it will be accept- 
able. ‘They vot only hold the principles, but 
they seek daily to know the perfect redemp- 
tion from sin and the power of temptation, 
which this ancient writer and his fellow fol- 
lowers of the Lamb experienced. There is no 


other way of livingly holding the doctrines of| rays of the sun, and the number of deaths 
the gospel and partaking of the benefits of| from coup de solett was unusually great, It 


them, but in doing the will of God inwardly 
revealed to the soul, and keeping constantly 
in obedience to it. “If any man will do his 
will,” said Christ, * he shall know of the doc- 
trine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak 
of myself.” It is a blessing to have a holy 
zeal for these doctrines, that is according to 
knowledge derived from the Holy Spirit, 
through steadfastly abiding in Christ the true 
vine. 


Sean eee 


For “* The Friend.” 
Review of the Weather for Sixth Month, 1853. 


Although the month just ended produced 
many very hot days, we find its average tem- 
perature was a little below the mean average 
for the Sixth month, as obtained from tables 
kept in Philadelphia for the last sixty years, 
But there being such a marked difference be- 
tween city and country temperature, this seems 
hardly a safe criterion to judge by in the pre- 
sent instance; and as the records kept here 
extend back only a few years, they are equal- 
ly unsafe ;—we therefore can only say, that 
the last was the warmest Sixth month of 
which we have any record kept here. By the 
table it will be seen that the highest tempera- 
ture at this place, as marked by a self-regis- 
tering thermometer of undoubted accuracy, 
was 91°, or nearly 7° dower than it was very 
generally in Philadelphia at the same time. 
This difference was doubtless owing partly to 
the locality, and partly to the entire absence 
of reflected rays of the sun. ‘This latter con- 
dition is very requisite for accuracy. 

The quantity of rain during the month was 
much smaller than usual; indeed, we can be 
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but upon the whole, it has been quite dry, and | 
rain is much needed throughout the country. | red in the city of New York on the 22d, six. 
But dry weather has its advantages, and the | teen of which were occasioned by the exces. 
farmers have been able to get their hay in| sive heat. In addition to these the “Village 
with less difficulty, and in better condition, | Record” of the 28th, notices the deaths of 
than sometimes when they have been favoured | twenty-seven individuals from the same cause; 
with more rain. | four of these cases occurred in this county, 
The first half of the month was generally |Too much care cannot be taken to avoid these 
very pleasant, with a temperature averaying | distressing effects of great heat by those who 
about 65°, and not rising to 80° until the 14th. | are necessarily exposed to it. On the even- 
From then till the 20th, it was generally 83 | ing of the 23d, a heavy gust of wind accom. 
to 85 at mid-day. From the 20th to the 23d | panied by a few drops of rain produced a 
(inclusive), it was really hot, On each of| great change of temperature. Considerable 
these four days the temperature was within a| rain fell in places. a few miles distant. 
degree or two of 90 for six or eight hours at| After this it gradually grew cooler till 
a time; and the average temperature of 96|the morning of the 26th, when some frost 
successive hours (nights included) was 804°.| was observed in low places, The last four 
When placed in the direct rays of the sun, | days of the month were quite warm, the tem- 
the mercury rose to 127°. In this time not a| perature on the 30th being 91° for a short 
drop of rain fell to refresh the thirsty earth | time ; but a gust in the afternoon quickly cool- 
and revive the drooping vegetation ;—a little|}ed the atmosphere, and again rendered it 
appearance of a gust on one evening, was | pleasant. 
only refreshing in anticipation, and reminded! The average temperature for the month 
us forcibly of the fable of Tantalus and his| was 692°; for the Sixth month last year it 
cup. This hot weather was productive of| was 653°. Range of thermometer, from 44 
very distressing results to labourers whose |to 91, or 47°. Amount of rain 1.309 inches, 
occupation required exposure to the fierce A. 
West-town B.S., Seventh mio. Ist, 1853. 


is stated that thirty-five sudden deaths occur. 
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TEMPERA- |= ~ 
TURE. aa 
7 lm & 
= | Jo a Direction and | Circumstances of the weather for 
z A et a "eo 8 force of the Sixth month, 1853. 
ela | | SE. wind. 
Co} 5 g 2 oe a 
na | 5B = lg S 3 
e|2 42/18 |S35 
A|Z |a)/4 lease 
1 | 44 | 67 | 554} 29.79 | N. E. to S. E. 1 | Clear and pleasant. 
2 | 55 | 67 | 61 | 29.78] S. E. 1 | Damp—foggy—clear. 
3 | 57 | 81 | 69 | 29.65] S. W. 1 Do. mostly clear. 
4} 60 76 | 68 | 29.61] N. W. 2 | Clear—some clouds. 
5 | 57 | 68 | 623! 29.73) N. W. toS. 1 | Cloudy—nearly clear. 
6 | 51 | 72 | 614) 29.61) S. W. 1 | Clear do. 
7 | 59 | 77 | 68 | 29.50) S. W. 2} Do. thunder-gust 2} p.m. 
8 | 57 | 71 | 64 | 29.65) N. N. W. 2 | Do. very pleasant. 
9 | 51 | 74 | 623) 29.78) S. W. toS. E. 2 Do. do. 
10 | 48 | 73 604) 29.76| S. to S. E. 1 Do. do. 
11 | 54} 78 | 66 | 29.72) S. W. 1 Do. do. 
2 | 67 | 77 | 72 | 29.81] S.E. 2 | Cloudy—clear evening. 
13 | 53 | 70 | 614) 29.80] S. W. 1 | Foggy—clear. 
14 | 62 | 85 | 734) 29.70] W. 1 | Clear—hazy. 
15 | 65 | 85 | 75 | 29.66] S. W. 1 Do. 
16 | 6L | 84 | 723) 29.59) S. 1 Do. 
17 | 65 | 83 | 74 | 29.49] S. 1 | Some clouds—thunder-gust. 
18 | 60 | 78 | 69 | 29.54] N. N. W. 1 | Clear and pleasant. 
19 | 58 | 84 | 71 | 29.56) N. W.toS.W.1 | Do. do. 
20 | 67 | 90 | 783) 29.53) S. W. 1 | Do. very warm, 
21 | 72 | 90 | 81 | 29.55] S. to W. 2} Do. do, 
22 | 73) 91 2 | 29.53) S. W. 1 Do. do. 
23 | 71 | 89 | 80 |; 29.47| S. W. 2]{ Do. do. gust. 
24 | 64 | 77 | 703) 29.53! N. W. 3 | Do. cool and pleasant. 
25 | 54 | 73 | 634! 29.67| N. W. 3! Do. do. 
26 | 45 | 74 | 59$] 29.79; N. W.toS. 2) Do. do. hazy. 
27 | GO | 82 71 29.62 | N. W.toS. W. 4 , Cloudy—some clouds—sprinkle. 
28 | 67 84 | 753) 29.56! S. E. 2 Some clouds. 
29 | 63 | 86 | 74}! 29.61] S. to S. E. 1 | Foggy—clear and sultry. 
30 | 69 | 91 | 80 | 29.60) S.W.toN. W. 2 | Clear—warm—thunder-gust. 
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A Siz-Mile Sermon.—All cannot be min- for divine worship. ‘Never mind,” said the 


said to have had but ove rain of much conse-| jsters ; but all can preach by their example. good pastor, “ remember that every Sabbath 
quence in this immediate vicinity ; it occurred} A man who lived far from the meeting- you have the privilege of preaching a ser- 


on the afternoon of the 7th. 


Some of our|house, once complained to his minister of mon six miles long. 


All the residents and 


neighbours within a few miles have fared bet-|the distance, while many others had but! people you pass, you preach the gospel to.” 


ter ; a few partial showers occurred in places,|a few steps to enjoy assembling with others | 
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If a man could have half his wishes, he 
would double his troubles, 





sively promoted in the community. Against 
all these popular displays Friends should bear 
a firm and consistent testimony, although they 
may be esteemed by many as narrow minded 
and prejudiced in standing opposed to what 
give rise to so much vanity and wickedness. 
But there always have been witnesses to the 
truth who have withstood the popular current 
and have been the salt that kept society from 
becoming corrupt, and have moved the right- 
eous Judge of nations, by their uprightness 
and their prayers to spare the people from 
sore judgments, and to withhold not his bless- 
ing of preservation, ‘ Great peace have all 
they that love thy law,” and who keep steadily 
in the observance of it. When the bustle and 
confusion are past, they have nothing to look 
back upon with a sense of condemnation 
Peace of mind and health of body have not 
been impaired by a departure from the right 
way, and a violation of their conscientious 
convictions, and their example has tended to 
discourage vice and not to lead others into it. 
Such feelings and reflections will come home 
with weight when sickness overtakes, and 
when death appears to be at hand, 


ee 


The footsteps of the owner, are as necessary 
as manure, for improving his land. 





THE FRIEND. 


SEVENTH MONTH 9, 1853. 








Correction.—In last week’s paper the date 
under the general head, should have been 
“ Seventh month 2nd.” That under the edi- 
torial head, was right. 





Every lover of virtue and of his country must 
be affected with sadness at witnessing the laxity 
of moral feeling and want of correct principles 
manifested by large numbers on occasions 
where the people generally are called off from 
their ordinary occupations to celebrate some 
particular event, Even on those days set apart 
for observance on account of circumstances 
supposed to be connected with religion, how 
often do we witness the demoralization associ- 
ated with them, and the opportunities they 
afford for unrestrained indulgence in pastimes, 
and sensual gratification that lead to and end 
in licentiousness and debauchery. But this is 
particularly apparent on the annual recurrence 
of the 4th of the Seventh month, when it would 
scem as though the great majority thought the 
Almighty Ruler of the universe would hardly 
take cognizance of any evil deeds committed, 
while running into excesses under pretext of 
celebrating the independence of our country 
from the government of Great Britain. In our 
city the theatres are kept open throughout the 
greater part of the day and the evening, and 
those performances advertised to be exhibited 
which are likely to entice the greatest crowds 
within the polluted walls; the military are 
paraded to gratify a senseless taste for show, 
and keep alive those evil passions that delight 
in war; while the firing of crackers and differ- 
ent kind of firearms, and the exhibition of 
fireworks keep up much useless noise and dis- 
turbance, materially interfering with the com- 
fort of the more orderly part of the community ; 
and the multiplied evidences of intemperance 
in both old and young men are truly affecting 
and alarming. In view of these grievous evils, 
it certainly is right, and most consistent with 
our religious profession, for Friends to keep 





LONDON YEARLY MEETING, 
(Continued from page 336.) 

“ Sizth-day Afternoon, Fifth month 20th, 
continued.—Proceeded with, and finished 
reading the remainder of the answers. After 
those from the General Meeting for Scotland, 
a Friend desired the Clerk might be allowed 
to inquire of the representatives from that 
meeting, whether it was the case, as he had 
heard, that there were instances of a few indi- 
viduals, in different places, where there was 
no established meeting, coming together for 
worship, after the manner of Friends? 

“It was replied, that there was a small 
company of about seven persons, two of 
whom were members, who thus met together 
at Perth.” 

“The Friend soliciting this information 


meeting to learn, that in the north, once so 
celebrated for its Barclays, and its Jaffrays, 
and others, the views of Friends were again 
becoming appreciated, 


and Elders was also read, from which there 
appeared to be very little exception in their 
answers, viz. :—but one case of want of due 





said, his inducement for doing so, was his) 
persuasion, that it would be interesting to the | 


“The Report from the meeting of Ministers | 


attendance of meetings; while in another! 


entirely aloof from all exhibitions of the cha- 
racter alluded to. Indeed, public parades of 
all kind are a great evil, and from various 
causes they are increasing among us, The 
visits of fire companies from one city to an- 
other are now frequent, and are a great nui- 
sance, taking large numbers of young men 
away from their necessary employment, and 
introducing them into scenes and habits de- 
structive of health and morals, In the festivi- 
ties and public rejoicings (as they are called) 
of which we have spoke, life is often put in 
jeopardy and destroyed, habits of idleness and 
drunkenness are contracted, and looseness of 
principle, and immorality are thereby exten- 







quarter, the ‘unity’ which existed among 


them was qualified by the words, ‘a good| 


degree.’ 

“Respecting the number admitted on the 
ground of convincement, it seemed remark- 
able, that as already noticed in Durham, there 
had been the same extent of accessions in 
Lancashire and Yorkshire, 

‘* In consequence of the extent of exception 
in the answers from Ireland in regard to in- 
temperance, a Friend observed, that he thought 
the time was come for this meeting to take a 
more decided stand against this evil.”..... 

“Several Friends offered some valuable 
and impressive remarks on this important and 
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deeply-interesting subject; and we believe 
good will result to the ‘Temperance cause, not 
only from the impression that was made upon 
the minds of many Friends who were privi- 
leged to be present, but that even, in a more 
general way, the effect of this discussion will 
be productive of benefit. 

“Totimation was now given by the Clerk, 
that the answers to the Queries from the vari- 
ous Quarterly and other meetings in this 
country, and those from Ireland, having all 
been read, together with the report from the 
meeting of Ministers and Elders, the time had 
arrived for entering upon the consideration of 
the state of Society as thus exhibited. In 
giving expression to their views and feelings 
on this subject, the Clerk observed that it was 
desirable for Friends to proceed regularly, 
and take the answers in their numerical order, 
as far as they found it practicable.” .... + 

* Several Friends, concerned for the pros- 
perity of the body, having imparted much ex- 
cellent advice, principally dwelling upon the 
subject of the first Query, the question whe- 
ther the meeting should issue a generai epistle 
came under consideration. It seemed to be 
the prevailing sense, that it would not be right 
to depart from former practice in this respect. 
Accordingly, after the Clerk had stated that 
such Friends as had not had opportunity to 
express themselves in regard to deficiencies 
noticed in the answers, would be allowed to 
do so at a subsequent sitting, he made a min- 
ute to this import, that under a feeling of 
gospel love, with which the meeting had been 
lavoured since coming together, and of Chris- 
tian concern for the welfare of the body, it 
was agreed to give forth a general epistle, 
which the committee separated for the purpose 
was left to prepare. 

* At half-past seven the meeting adjourned 
till eleven to-morrow morning. 

** Seventh-day Morning, Fifth month 21st, 
—Met at eleven.” 

“ As was stated at the conclusion of last 
evening's sitting, that there would be opportu- 
nity afforded now for recurring to the consid- 
erativn of the state of Society, a Friend was 
led to make some very judicious remarks, in 
relerence to the sixth Query.” 

“The meeting was favoured with a number 
of other communications of a more general 
character ; two of these were especially wor- 
thy of acceptation and remembrance, as clear- 
\ly showing the root from which our various 
‘deficiencies spring; and that, in order toa 
growth in the Truth, it must be by faithful- 
| ness and obedience to the teachings of Divine 
Grace, which would lead into a conformity to 
the Divine will, not more in weightier than in 
smaller matters—not strictly, but compara- 
tively speaking, smaller; nothing required by 
the Divine will, however little in itself, being 
to be overlooked. It was observed by one 
speaker, that the Society’s testimony to the 
simplicity of the ‘Truth, by plainness of speech, 
behaviour, and apparel, was by many looked 
upon as an exhausted subject—this, however, 
was far from being his view, for, unless we 
were prepared to abandon our chiefly distin- 
guishing: principle, the immediate perceptible 
teaching and guidance of Christ by His Spirit, 
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we could pot forego anything essential to our 
Christian profession, as a complete and con- 
sistent whole. 

“Sufficient time having now, apparently, 
been spent upon this subject, the Clerk inform- 
ed the meeting, that he would proceed with 
the Report from the Meeting for Sufferings, 
respecting the question submitted to their con- 
sideration, viz., the propriety of omitting, in 
the general epistle, the amount of distraints 
for tithes, and other demands of an ecclesias- 
tical nature, 


“The minutes of the Yearly Meetings of 


1851 and 1552, first introducing this subject, 
and submitting it for consideration as above, 
preceded the reading of the report. The com. 
mittee, on which the business had devolved, 
informed the meeting in this report, that for 
reasons which they briefly stated, they had to 
recommend that the amount so distrained 
should not continue to be specified in the 
printed epistle. Instead of this, they suggest- 
ed the circulation, in a separate form, of an 
analytical table of the particulars composing 
the amount distrained.” ..... 

‘“* Afier a very full and free expression of 
opinion, in which it seemed obvious that the 
sense of the meeting was moreopposed to any 
change than in favour of what the report sug- 
gested, a minute was framed to this effect, 
that there was not sufficient unanimity to war- 
rant a departure from the practice of late 
years, which was admitted to be an improve- 
ment upon the plan previously pursued. ‘The 
subject was also deferred to next Yearly 
Meeting, and not lelt, as of late, to the con- 
tinued attention of the Meeting for Sufferings. 

“The Clerk called over the names of the 
different Quarterly Meetings, to ascertain, 
through the different reports, if any proposi- 
tions had been entrusted to them for the con- 
sideration of this meeting, when it appeared 
that no such documents had been forwarded, 

“« Proceeded to read Reports of the Society’s 
Public Schools. First, as usual, came that 
for Ackworth. The chief topics in this report, 
are, an acknowledgment of gratitude for the 
healthy state of the institution, notwithstand- 
ing the prevalence of scarletina in the autumn 
of last year, which had been of a remarkably 
slight kind—about thirty-four having been 
aflected, who were all favoured soon to reco- 
ver. The school had continued full; while 
there were not fewerthan 120 children on the 
list, waiting for admission. ‘The water-works 
were stated to have been completed, shortly 
after the issuing of last report, and gave the 
greatest satislaction ; the quality of the water, 
too, being excellent; pure, soft, and useful for 
culinary and other domestic purposes, The 
expenditure had exceeded the income by a 
trifling sum ; the average cost of the children 
also exceeds that of last year, being £21 6s. 
1ld. Great attention continues to be paid to 
the moral and religious training of the scho- 
lars. The study of the French language has 
been introduced, and that of the Latin some- 
whatextended. The subscriptions from Quar- 
terly Meetings had increased, and thus was 
evinced, on the part of Friends generally, a 
growing confidence in the institution, The 
Report was minuted as satislactory to the 
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meeting; and a subscription, in aid of the 
school, ordered as usual, to be forwarded 
within the year, to the Treasurer, Samuel 
Gurney, London. The Quarterly Meetings 
were also desired to nominate representatives 


to be held there, on the 6th of Seventh month. 

“The sitting having lasted upwards of 
three hours, it was concluded to adjourn to 
Second-day morning, at ten o'clock. 

** Second-day Morning, Fifth month 23d. 
—The first business taken up at this sitting 
was a report from the committee appointed to 
consider the state of our Society in America, | 
as induced by the separations which had | 
latterly taken place in that land. Previous to 
reading this report, it was thought desirable 
to recur to the minutes of some preceding 
years; from the first of which it appeared that | 
the appointment of said committee had origi- | 
nated. in 1848, and was continued from time | 
to time, till, in 1851, it brought in an address 
to Friends in America on this the subject of | 
their appointment. The minute of last year | 
continuing the committee was also read. On 
a desire being expressed to hear the said ad- 
dress, it was accordingly complied with, and 
the address read. The way thus prepared, 
the report itself was next read. It was but 
brief, simply stating that while the committee 
had continued to feel deeply the importance of 
the matter intrusted to them, they were not 
ready to advise the taking of any further 
steps; and, consequently, desired to be re- 
leased {rom the appointment. 

“A very considerable time was spent in de- 
liberation on the question, whether to adopt 
the judgment of the committee, or whether 
any thing further was required at the hands 
of this Yearly Meeting, in the way of remedy- 
ing, or assisting Friends in America to remedy, 
the still existing painful position of the Yearly 
Meetings on that Continent.” 


(To be continued.) 








FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 


The Managers are desirous to engage a 
Steward and Matron for this Institution, Ap- 
plication in writing may be made to either of 
the undersigned, 

Tuomas Evans, 

No. 180 Arch street. 
Cuartes ELLs, 

No. 95 8. Eighth street, or 

No. 56 Chestnut street. 
Jeremian Hacker, 

No. 1448. Fourth street. 
SamvueEt Bertte, Jr., 

No. 101 N. Tenth street. 
Joun M. Wuiratt, 

No. 161 Filbert street, or 

No. 138 Race street. 
Witi1am Bette, 

No. 14 8. Third street. 

Philada., Sixth month, 1853. 


TO TEACHERS. 

The “Overseers of the Public Schools 
founded by Charter,” propose opening early 
in the Ninth month next, two schools, one for 
boys and the other for girls, in the vicinity of 


|phia. A liberal compensation will be secured 
| to competent teachers. 

Persons disposed to apply for the situations, 
ese please forward their applications and tes- 
timonials of their qualifications, to the under. 


to the General Meeting of Ackworth School, | signed, before the first of Eighth month. 


Tuomas Krusrr, 

No. 50 N. Fourth street. 
Tuomas Evans, 

No. 180 Arch street. 
Cuaries YARNALL, 

No. 39 High street. 
Samvuet Bert e, Jr., 


No. 101 N. Tenth street. 
Philada., Seventh mo. 2d, 1853. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 


Committee on Admissions.—Samuel Bettle, 
Jr., No. 101 North Tenth street; Charles Ellis, 
No. 95 S, Eighth street, and No. 56 Chestnut 
street ; William Bettle, No. 14 S, Third street; 
John C, Allen, No. 179 South Fifth street, and 
No, 227 North Front street ; Horatio C. Wood, 
No. 210 Race street, and No. 37 Chestnut 
street; William Thomas, No. 242 North Fifth 
street, and No. 49 South Wharves Town. 
send Sharpless, No. 187 Arch street, aad No, 
32 South Second street ; John M. Whitall, No, 
161 Filbert street, and No. 138 Race street. 

Visiting Managers for the Month.—John 
Elliot, No. 41 N. Fifth street. John Carter, 
No. 105 S. Twelfth street. Nathaniel Ran- 
dolph, No. 585 Vine street. 

Physician and Superintendent.—Joshua H. 
Worthington, M. D. 

Steward.—John Wistar. 

Matron.—Margaret N. Wistar. 





MarrieD, on the 23rd of Third month last, at 
Friends’ meeting-house, at New Garden, Chester 
county, Pa., Isaac Goon, to Exizasera, daughter of 
Caleb and Lydia Seal, all of that place. 





Diep, on the 2nd of Fourth month, 1853, at the 
residence of her husband, Ann, wife of James Steer, 
in the 60th year of her age. Her illness was short 
and severe. She was a member of Concord Prepa- 
rative and Short Creek Monthly Meeting, Belmont 
county, Ohio, and daughter of Nathan and Margaret 
Lupton, formerly of the same place. 


——, at Horsham, Montgomery county, Pa., on 
the 1st ult., WitLet Luxens, son of Jacob and Jane 
Lukens, in the 17th year of his age.—Although the 
undeniable messenger has thus early been sent 
with the solemn summons to appear before the 

udge of quick and dead, yet his friends are com- 
forted in believing, that through attention to the 
immediate teachings of the Holy Spirit, this dear 
and promising young man was mercifully prepared 
for his final change. 

And on the 22d ult., Joseru R. Lukens, a younger 
son of the same bereaved parents. 





, on Fifth-day morning, the 23d of Sixth 
month, after a lingering illness, Bensamin WHITALL, 
a member of Woodbury Monthly Meeting, in the 
56th year of his age. 





, on the 2nd instant, in the 91st year of her 
age, Resecca Barton, widow of the late John Bar- 
ton, of Newtown, Gloucester county, New Jersey. 
For several years past she has been a member of 
the Southern District Monthly Meeting, in this city. 
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